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Article 4:  Bicycles and Vehicles 
 
§34.01  Bicycle Defined 

“Bicycle” for the purpose of this article means any device upon which a person may 
ride, which is propelled by human power through a system of belts, chains, or gears, 
and which has wheels at least twenty (20) inches in diameter and a frame size of at 
least thirteen (13) inches. 
(Amended 8–20–1975 by O–11661 N.S.) 

§34.02  Bicycle License Required 

Except as provided by Section 34.09 of this article, it is unlawful for any person to 
operate a bicycle upon any public street, alley, sidewalk, highway, or other public 
property within the jurisdiction of The City of San Diego without first obtaining a 
license issued by said City. Bicycle retailers are authorized and directed to issue, 
upon written application, a bicycle license, to any person residing within the City of 
San Diego. Bicycle retailers issuing licenses will charge a fee pursuant to section 
34.02. Fees collected in accordance with section 34.02 shall be sent to the San Diego 
Fire Department. Bicycle retailers will purchase bicycle licenses and stickers from the 
San Diego Fire Department. The San Diego Fire Department will return $1 of the $2 
license fees collected to bicycle retailers upon return of a completed registration 
form. License applicants who reside outside the City of San Diego shall be referred to 
their respective city or jurisdiction of residency. Any bicycle not subject to the 
provisions of this article may be licensed upon the request of the owner. 
(Amended 6–24–1996 by O–18314 N.S.) 

§34.03  Bicycle License Fee 

The fee to be paid for registration and licensing of any bicycle and for the renewal of 
registration and licensing of any bicycle shall be two dollars ($2.00); for registration 
and licensing when there is a transfer of ownership, the new owner shall pay one 
dollar ($1.00) for the transfer of the license to his name; for a lost or destroyed 
license plate, a new license plate shall be issued for which the owner shall pay one 
dollar ($1.00). All fees shall be paid in advance. 
(Amended 10–26–1977 by O–12195 N.S.) 
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§34.04  Secondhand Bicycle Business — Reports Required 

All persons engaged in the business of buying second–hand bicycles are hereby  
required to make a daily report to the Chief of Police, giving the name and address of 
the person from whom each bicycle is purchased, the description of each bicycle 
purchased, the frame number thereof, and the number of the metallic license plate 
found thereon, if any. All persons engaged in the business of selling new or 
secondhand bicycles are hereby required to make a daily report to the Chief of Police, 
giving a list of all sales made by such dealers, which list shall include the name and 
address of each person to whom sold, the kind of bicycle sold, together with a 
description and frame number thereof, and the number of the metallic license plate 
attached thereto, if any. 
(Incorp. 1–22–1952 by O–5046 N.S., contained in O–4396 N.S., adopted 5–9–1950.) 

§34.05  Destroying Bicycle License Number Prohibited 

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully or maliciously remove, destroy, 
mutilate or alter the number of any bicycle frame licensed pursuant to this article. It 
shall also be unlawful for any person to remove, destroy, mutilate or alter any license 
plate, seal or registration card during the time in which such license plate, seal or 
registration card is operative; provided, however, that nothing in this article shall 
prohibit the Chief of Police, any member of the Fire Department or any other 
department designated by the City Manager from stamping numbers on the frames of 
bicycles on which no serial number can be found or on which said number is illegible 
or insufficient for identification purposes. 
(Amended 8–20–1975 by O–11661 N.S.) 

§34.06  Serial Numbers 

No bicycle license plate shall be issued for any bicycle unless such bicycle has 
permanently stamped or cast on its frame a serial number unique to the particular 
bicycle of each manufacturer. On bicycles on which no serial number can be found, 
or on which said number is illegible or insufficient for identification purposes, the 
Fire Department or any other department designated by the City Manager shall stamp 
a serial number on the frame thereof. Serial numbers shall be stamped or cast on 
bicycles as provided for in California Vehicle Code, Section 39000 et seq. 
(Amended 8–20–1975 by O–11661 N.S.) 
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§34.07  Transfer Report Required 

Every person who sells or transfers ownership of any bicycle shall report such sale or 
transfer to the Chief of Police, together with the name and address of the person to 
whom the bicycle was sold or transferred. The report shall be made within ten (10) 
days of the date of transfer. Every person who purchases or otherwise acquires  
possession of a bicycle shall within ten (10) days of taking possession thereof apply 
for the transfer of license to his name. Whenever the owner of a bicycle licensed 
pursuant to this article changes his address, he shall within ten (10) days notify the 
Chief of Police of the old and new addresses. 
(Amended 8–20–1975 by O–11661 N.S.) 

§34.08  Maintenance of Records 

The Chief of Police shall maintain records of each bicycle registered. Such records 
shall include but not be limited to the license number, the serial number of the 
bicycle, the make, type, and model of the bicycle, and the name and address of the 
licensee. 
(“Maintenance of Records” added 8–20–1975 by O–11661 N.S.) 

§34.09  Reciprocity 

Any license issued to the owner of a bicycle, under the requirements of California 
Vehicle Code, Section 39000 et seq., shall be honored by The City of San Diego if 
such licensed bicycle owner moves from the issuing jurisdiction to within the City of 
San Diego. Such license shall be honored until the expiration date of said license and 
the licensed owner shall then immediately make application for a current bicycle 
license to be issued under the requirements of this article. 
(Amended 6–24–1996 by O–18314 N.S.) 

§34.10  License Period 

Bicycle licenses shall be renewed uniformly throughout the state on January 1 of the 
third year following the year of registration. Renewal of a bicycle license shall be 
indicated by a supplementary adhesive device affixed parallel to, and above or below, 
the indicia with the expiration date showing. 
(Amended 6–24–1996 by O–18314 N.S.) 
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§34.11  Rental Agencies 

A rental agency operating within the City of San Diego shall not rent or offer any 
bicycle for rent unless said bicycle is licensed as provided in this article. 
(“Rental Agencies” added 8–20–1975 by O–11661 N.S.) 

§34.12  Fines 

The fine imposed for any violation of Section 34.01 to and including Section 34.11 of  
this article shall be ten dollars ($10.00). 
(Amended 6–24–1996 by O–18314 N.S.) 

§34.15  Repossession of Motor Vehicles — Regulations 

Every person, firm or corporation who shall repossess any motor vehicle within the 
City of San Diego shall, within two (2) hours after such repossession, file a written 
report of such repossession with the police station nearest the place of repossession or 
with the central police station. 

Provided however, that should a telephone or verbal notification be made to the 
police station nearest the place of repossession or the central police station, as above 
located, within one (1) hour of such repossession, then such person, firm or 
corporation shall, within twenty–four (24) hours after such repossession, file a written 
report as hereinabove provided. 

Said report shall contain the name and address of the person, firm or corporation 
making such repossession; the name and address of the person, firm or corporation 
from whom such repossession was made; the location or address of the place of 
repossession; and the make, state license number, motor number, and serial number 
of such repossessed motor vehicle. 
(Incorp. 1–22–1952 by O–5046 N.S., contained in O–1098 N.S. adopted 2–23–1937.) 


